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what extent the Hellenistic writers " went to the sources "
for archaic history, and to what extent, as the saying is,
" History repeats itself, historians repeat each other."
If the repetition is not due to this, then it brings us to the
equally distressing conclusion—as regards the credibility
of statements in ancient writers which are not definitely
said to be based on Tyrtaios—that Tyrtaios in fact did not
give any more historical information. This was probably
the case. His business, as we can see from the surviving
poems, was not history but exhortation ; and Pausanias
gives us the valuable negative information that he nowhere
named the Spartan kings of his own day.1
Pausanias gives an exciting, readable and romantic account
of the war, but it is not history. Even he, who usually copies
down complacently the accounts of earlier romantic historians
(after all, why should he not ? He only claims to be writing
a guidebook)—even he is shocked at the badness of the
authorities for these wars—a Hellenistic poet who versified
selections from Messenian romance, and a Hellenistic prose-
writer who was more romantic than the poet; and he at least
conscientiously tells us so.2
Tyrtaios does, further tell us, thanks to Pausanias,3
some details about the helot's lot to which the conquered
were reduced. It was and was meant to be economically
and socially—that is to say, physically and mentally—
crushing. It included the payment of a tribute, or rent,
of no less than fifty per cent of the produce of their land,
and the obligation to attend and take part in the mourning
at the funerals of their Spartan lords, especially kings. Well
might the poet describe them as " like asses bowed beneath
great burdens ".
But it took much to break the spirit of the Messenian
nation, and this conquest sowed the seeds of a future such
as neither Theopompos nor anyone else could have dreamed.
(misprint,," 162 " in Diehl) also alluded to by Strabo, viii, 366.   Thence to
end, quoted by Strabo, vi, 279 ; also by Pausanias, last two lines in iv, 13, 6,
remainder in iv, IS, 2.   Lines 1» 2, naming Theopompos, Paus. iv, 6, 2.
1 Paus. iv, 15. 1.        » iv, 6, 1-2.         8 iv, 15, 3, quoting Tyrt. (frag. 5).

